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Check Out Our New Website!
DC Candlelighters created a new look and feel for our 
website at https://DCCandlelighters.org, just in time for the 
roll out of our new logo and to recognize our sponsors, 
donors, and guests who made our annual Casino Night 
fundraiser another fantastic success!   
Meet our Board of Directors, check out our “Light of the 
Month” Super Kids, see what events we have planned for 
this year, and discover how we can support your family or 
someone you know whose lives are touched by childhood 
cancer. Please bookmark our site as you browse around. 
There are many ways to participate in DC Candlelighters 
and our site suggests ideas for how you can get involved! 

We are here for you, please 
don’t hesitate to seek us out with 
questions, requests, needs, and 
new ideas you may have. 

Much Love, 

     Meg

Message from the Board
by Meg Crossett, Co-President

Hello Families,Welcome to Spring!  

The last few months have been filled with fun Candlelighters 
events as we get opportunities to interact with families in 
person. All of us on the board have been where you are and 
understand the challenges of balancing clinic and family life. 
We hope you will bring some fun into your family time by 
participating in our events whenever you can! 

We were happy to see many of you at our Holiday Party in 
December! Every board member enjoys seeing each one of you 
and sharing hugs with our sweet friends!  
A big THANK YOU to Charles Leno and his beautiful wife, 
Jennifer, who also participated in our Holiday Party and gave 
everyone $75.00 gift cards to Target.  

We started the new year with hosting events back at Life with 
Cancer. At our first in-person BINGO in January, everyone 
came out and had a great time winning and picking prizes.

Our second event at Life with Cancer Family Center, held 
in February, was one of our most popular events ever – Spa 
Night. Parents and kids alike were able to relax, play, snack, 
and get pampered with facials, massages, and more!

In March, we had our first Gaming Night. The kids knew 
exactly what to do and the “Let’s Brawl” tournament was 
a big hit! We also sponsored our second annual Casino 
Night fundraiser. It was even bigger than last year’s, and we 
appreciate all who helped and attended…it helps us do even 
more to help our DC Candlelighters’ families!

Coming up on April 21 from 1:00-3:00 pm is our annual 
Rachel’s Royal Tea, a fanciful affair for boys and girls. And 
don’t miss Family Fun Day on June 9 from 1:00-4:00 pm. 
Please check out our website for directions.

The Scholarship for Seniors is open! Please find the application 
on the website and apply. We give a $1,000.00 scholarship 
to students going on to any kind of higher education after 
graduating from High School. 



Meet Meghan, our wonderfully 
outgoing and sweet April  

Light of the Month Super Kid! 
We at DC Candlelighters are happy to share a bit 
about her. Meghan is a seven-year-old second 
grader from Ashburn. She loves to play with her big 
sister, ten-year-old Claire, do tap and ballet, sew, 
knit, roller skate, ride her bike or skateboard, and 
drive her new electric jeep. 

Meghan has her own style of reaching out…she 
loves to go up to strangers and give them 
compliments. Way to make others feel good about 
themselves! 

Meghan said she loves DC Candlelighters because 
of our fun events with pizza. She also said she is 
happiest when she is surrounded by her family. 
Together, DC Candlelighters will keep the events 
coming and her family will keep surrounding 
Meghan with lots of happiness. 

Meghan was diagnosed with blastic plasmacytoid 
dendritic cell neoplasm (BPDCN) in the spring of 
2023. Meghan has completed many months of 
chemo and is excited imagining being finished in 
the summer of 2025. Keep us posted, beautiful girl, 
as we would love to celebrate you along the way. 
And keep being your kind, silly and creative self. Big 

  MEET OUR LIGHT OF THE MONTH 	
		    SUPER KID,	 	
		    Meghan

Meet Meghan, our wonderfully 
outgoing and sweet April  

Light of the Month Super Kid! 
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DC Candlelighters Rolls Out 
New Logo at March Casino 
Night Fundraising Event 

Royal Purple: Those who have fought the 
battle with childhood cancer

Light Blue: Memorializes all who have lost 
their lives to childhood cancer

Gold: The precious children currently 
battling childhood cancer

If you’re familiar with DC Candlelighters, 
you may have noticed we have recently 
updated our logo, thanks to the 
generosity of  Graphic Artist, Ashton 
Schaffer, who is a childhood cancer 
survivor! The colors chosen have special 
significance, as explained in the photo. 

Announcing DCC’s  
Survivor Scholarships 
for Fall 2024 Term
One of the many ways that DC Candlelighters 
Childhood Cancer Foundation (DCC) helps our local 
childhood cancer patients is by awarding $1000 
scholarships for post secondary education.  

Beginning April 30, 2024, we will be accepting 
applications from current and off-treatment 
patients, ages 17-30, who live within 50 miles of our 
serving region and have earned a GED or high 
school diploma as of June 30, 2024.

Application Rules:

•	 Must include an essay with your application

•	 Must show proof of acceptance or enrollment  
in a college, grad school, technical school, or 
vocational school for Fall 2024

•	 Have not received a prior DCC educational 
scholarship award 

•	 Must provide documentation of cancer 
treatment prior to age 21

DO NOT MISS OUT ON THIS OPPORTUNITY! 
deadline to apply is Midnight July 30, 2024

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT 

https://dccandlelighters.org/resources/aid scholarships/ 

AND DOWNLOAD/FILL OUT THE APPLICATION!
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DC Candlelighters held its Second Annual Casino Night  
on Saturday, March 2, 2024, at the Arlington Knights of 
Columbus, one of our key sponsors. 

This year, the flagship event brought together 250 caring 
people from the community and local businesses to join 
DCC’s Board Members and Volunteers for a night of 
fabulous Fundraising. 

Blackjack, Roulette, Poker, Money Wheel, and Craps, to 
name a few, were in 
the house. Guests 
played with funny 
money to seek out a 
1st, 2nd, or 3rd Place 
Trophy and gift card. 
Who would wind up 
at the end of the 
night with the most 
funny money?

The Casino tables 
teemed with  
excited players who 
occasionally paused 
to determined what 
unique Silent Auction 
Items to bid on.  
Everyone enjoyed 
the scrumptious 
food, sipped on wine,  

beer, and our signature  
Firefly Tea. Guests also 
milled around to check 
out the awesome Raffle 
items, take a chance on 
the 50/50 drawing, or got 
silly at Ted’s Silly Shotz 
Photo Booth. Ted  
is a dedicated supporter  
of DCC’s events, we 
appreciate him so much!

We recognized two 
awesome advocates who 
assist us with our mission, 
our Volunteers of the Year, Mark Abbott and 
Rosemary Glenn, thank you both for  
all your hard work—you really make a difference!   

Casino Night 2024 was dedicated in memory of  
a Spectacular Lady: Rosemary Glenn! 

Because of the success of this event  
in 2023 and 2024, DC Candlelighters  

is in a better position to carry out our mission  
To provide emotional, educational, practical,  

and financial support to families of  
children fighting cancer. 

2024 Casino Night 
Another Fabulous Fundraising Success!
by Laura Tartaro-McGowan, Development/Fundraising Director	
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The Knights of Columbus Red Coats volunteers 
made sure everyone had food and drink. Fabulous 
desserts were donated by Insomnia Cookies and the 
gorgeous cake was donated by owner of Desserts by 
Debbie. We premiered our new logo—which is 
perfect—Thanks to Graphic Artist, Ashton Schaffer!

Each of our sponsors was honored by a designated 
gaming table, food item or drink, silent auction item, 
or raffle table, with their name, thanking them for 
their donation. This event could not have been 
possible without our sponsors, silent auction donors, 
raffle donors, and those who dedicated their time 
and expertise. Please support our sponsors’ 
businesses — visit them on our new website at:  
https://DCCandlelighters.org/about-us/sponsors

I want to shout out to the Board of Directors, my son 
Ian, and daughter Alyssa, for their time and effort 
making the evening run like clockwork; and to my 
husband Collin for making everyone laugh and putting 
up with me the months leading up to the event. One 
of the coolest things was that two childhood cancer 
survivors were there helping, Ian McGowan and 
Ashton Schaffer. Thank you both for Your dedication 
to our children/families who are now in the fight!

Now, back to the most funny-money prize winners! 
First place trophy with a $100 gift card went to Alyssa 
McGowan with $70,000; 2nd place trophy with a $50 gift 
card went to Alan Lawless with $17,000; and third place 
trophy with a $25 gift card went to Mike Young with 
$10,000. Pamela Pontillo won The 50/50 Raffle drawing 
prize of $1,137.50. Congratulations to all our winners!  

Planning this year’s event was a little easier because 
of lessons learned in 2023, yet it was also harder as 
we wanted 2024 to be bigger and better!  Countless 
hours of work were spent by many dedicated to our 
mission — just a great group of people. 

As the chair of this Fabulous Event, I look forward to 
planning next year’s. So, if you didn’t make it this year 
Mark Your Calendars for March 1, 2025, where we 
will do it all again at the Knights of Columbus in 
Arlington.  It gets bigger and better every year.  
You don’t want to miss it!!!
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Moms and dads were treated to a relaxing time, 
away from the kids with Reiki, shoulder massage, 
hair & make-up sessions, a sound “bath” room, 
healing crystals, and spa gifts provided by Jitka 
D’Ambrosia, with therapists and stylists recruited 
through Moment of Grace. We all appreciate their 
gifts of time and talent.  

A Night at the Spa 
for Moms and Dads. . .
by Connie Connor, Secretary and Special Events Chair

Kiddos, ranging in age from 2 to 17, came in their 
PJs and participated in their own “spa” activities, 
including getting hand and foot massages, while 
sporting cute animal facial aloe masks, fuzzy 
headbands, and cucumber eye pads.

DC Candlelighter’s held its popular family “Spa Night” for parents and kids on/off 
treatment and their siblings on February 27th, returning to Life with Cancer  
Family Center for the first time since 2020. The event  
was organized by Board Member Connie Connor.
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“

Thank you to the awesome teen volunteers of Wildcats 
vs Cancer Club from Centreville High School, who 
“buddied up” to help the kids navigate through 
several stations, including getting nails painted, 
creating their own beeswax candles with colorful 
cutouts, ironing patches on their personalized ball 
caps, making their own fruit smoothies, and 
decorating marshmallow and cake pops with candy 
melts and sprinkles. 

The kids ended the evening with Yoga Fun led by 
volunteer Child Life Specialist Suzan Watkins.

Also, thanks to all our Board 
Members (Meg, Sheri, Jen, Amy, 
Laura, Rachel, and Michelle) and 
adult volunteers (Suzan, Dawn, 
Karen, Molly, Betz), who ran 
activity stations, ordered the 
food, helped with clean-up, etc. 
Thank you to Ted, with Silly Shotz, who always 
graciously captures DCC’s fun moments in pictures, 
and to all the therapists and stylists with Moment of 
Grace. Big smiles all around for a truly relaxing time  
for parents and fun time for the kids!

. . .While the Kiddos had Snacks,  
				    got Pampered, and did Crafts

“         I just wanted to send a quick note to say 
Thank you SO MUCH for the wonderful Spa night!  
My husband and I both very much enjoyed having 
a relaxing, uplifting evening. Our boys just had the 
BEST time ever!!! They all keep talking about it  
and said how much they enjoyed getting their nails 
done, doing crafts, making smoothies and treats. 
They kept talking about how nice the “big kids” 
were that helped them out…Thank you for all you 
do!  Even with all the hard times we have had, I 
am so grateful for all the amazing blessings in life. 
Thank you for being a blessing in our lives!”   
–from a Parent
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Download and print your own  
Bingo cards and connect online to play!

ActivityConnection.com/free-printable-bingo-cards

Include Siblings & Grands Too! 

The Whole Family Loves... Go To:

» Download the PDF – print enough for your family
» Check our website for the link to play
» Have markers ready as numbers are called!

2024 Remote Bingo Nights:
June 25	 7-8 pm
Sept 24	 7-8 pm
Nov 26	 7-8 pm

Check our website for updates 
and for the LIVE link to play

Our January BINGO Night at Life with Cancer Family Center was the first in-person one we’ve held.  
It was a great evening of fun and treats for the entire family! There were lots of winners and the fun twist  
was that they got to choose their own prizes! Thanks to the Volunteers and Board Members who helped!

©stock graphics used in this issue were provided by Freepik

All participants received gift bags filled with Super 
Smash Brothers trinkets and other gifts.  Pizza and 
Sandwiches were provided along with some 
desserts.  Fun was Had by All!   

Until our next Battle, where we meet again . . . 

Let’s Brawl!
by Ian McGowan

As shocking as the title sounds, the night of March 
26th was a night of fun and games! Eight kids met  
on the many battlefields of Super Smash Brothers 
Ultimate in a tournament to determine the 
champion.

The well-known Nintendo game boasts a selection of 
characters to choose from and some from games 
you have never heard of — from Mario to Banjo 
Kazooie. With a few warm-up games and a refuel of 
pizza and subs the tournament began! 

The skill of these eight young gamers flashed across 
the screen. The epic battles raged but one emerged 
victorious, cheered on by the eliminated competitors, 
Mateo and his character Steve (Minecraft Explorer) 
were crowned champion! Collecting the spoils of 
victory, a $25 amazon gift card, he rejoined his 
friends for more Super Smash brothers!




