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Much Love, 

     Meg

Message from the Board
by Meg Crossett, Co-President

Hello Dear Friends!  

I have missed seeing you! The summer seemed to drag on 
without as many occasions where we can visit with you. We 
started off the fall with a couple great events and have lots 
of exciting times planned for the fall and winter seasons. We 
hope you can attend some or all the events! So far this fall…

On September 14th, Cox farms in Centreville,VA hosted our 
families again for a fall harvest event – generously allowing 
us access to the farm for the 19th year. We are very grateful 
for all they do for our DC Candlelighters families. 

September 24th was Zoom Bingo night! Seven families 
and 10 children participated, including a new DCC family. 

November 26th at 7:00 pm – Join our last Zoom Bingo 
event this year! To participate, visit dccandlelighters.org/
events/virtual-bingo/.

October 26th – We will host a Halloween extravaganza at 
Inova’s Schar Garage–bottom floor, from 1:00-3:00. Many 
organizations come together to support this fun family event. 

December 14th – Mark our Holiday Party on your calendar! 
We will also provide our families with free tickets for the Bull 
Run drive-through holiday light show again this year!

We are very appreciative of our volunteers who work hard 
to put these events together for you. We could not fulfill our 
mission with them, so please thank them when you see them!

I am excited to announce that we have received grant support 
on behalf of Unison, who has chosen DC Candlelighters as 
their DC Metro Charity. Unison believes in our mission and 
wants to participate in supporting our families. We look 
forward to working with their amazing volunteers to bring 
you even more in the coming year!

Remember, even when we don’t have events where we can 
see you, we are here for you. Please don’t hesitate to seek  
us out with questions, requests, needs, and new ideas you 
may have.    

           

DC Candlelighters is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization supported by private, tax-deductible donations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OsI-Mx_Uxo

Thank you, NADYA ALLY, for your generous gift!

September 19, 2024 – Amateur boxer Nadya Ally 
fought her debut match for the Haymaker’s for Hope 
Beltway Brawl V charity event in Washington, DC  
“to KO cancer.” All participants’ lives have been 
touched by cancer and together, through this event, 
they have raised nearly $800k for cancer charities. 

Nadya gifted DC Candlelighters with a large portion  
of her earned donations, which will make a huge 
impact on what we can do for our warrior families.    

WATCH THE MATCH HERE
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  MEET OUR OCTOBER LIGHT OF THE MONTH 	
	 SUPER COOL KID,

Denzel !
Meet DenzelMeet Denzel

Meet our Light of the Month, Denzel Flores Carcamo. 
Denzel is a bright two-year-old boy that is receiving his 
care for Leukemia at Johns Hopkins.

We know they are taking great care of him and providing 
him with plenty of activities while he is there. When he is  
at home in Parksville, Maryland, that is where the other 
play time happens! Denzel’s mom, Lidia, tells us that  
dancing to ‘Baby Shark’ is top of the list of Denzel’s  
talents. We can believe that because all of us at  
DC Candlelighters who know Denzel, know he  
is happiest when he’s listening to music!

Denzel, continue to shine the light of your  
wonderful personality, and keep being the  
strong boy that your mom says you are! 

Always remember that everyone here at  
DC Candlelighters cares about you! You are our  
Light of the Month Super Kid and a very special boy! 
Together with all our families, we wish you  
completely well. XO

   Baby Shark             Baby Shark              Baby Shark         
     B

aby Shark



DC Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation 
(DCC) has awarded a $1,000 scholarship for post 
secondary education to Lucas Soto, who is now 
attending Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA.   

Lucas’s essay below is an inspiring story of a true 
cancer warrior and the family and friends who 
supported him.   
Congratulations Lucas — we are so proud of you!
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Congratulations to DCC’s  
Survivor Scholarship 
Recipient for Fall 2024! 

While a picture is certainly worth a thousand 
words, my senior portrait represents only the visible 
accomplishment of completing high school: it does not 
show the scars I carry from the challenges and 
obstacles I overcame. It does not show the marks that 
cover my chest, back or arms, or account for the hours 
spent working to regain everything I lost — physically, 
academically, and socially. It does, however, show that 
I am a survivor, representing the journey that has 
made me appreciate every moment, find joy in simple 
things, and never give up. I am a teenage leukemia and 
bone marrow transplant survivor.

I was diagnosed with cancer on my first day of 
eighth grade. Instead of attending school and playing 
hockey, I spent my last year of middle school 
undergoing intense chemotherapy, spinal taps and 
bone marrow biopsies, and extensive hospital stays. 
My once healthy body broke down, and after six 
intense months, I was not yet in remission. Instead of 
enjoying the summer before high school with friends 
and family, I lived in a hospital undergoing a bone 
marrow transplant at the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic. After more than four months, I came home 
and transitioned to high school in just one week.

Throughout everything, I recognized the only 
things I can control are my actions, attitude, and 
effort. As such, I was determined to get back in top 
physical shape and play hockey again. I used every 
opportunity to train after being gone for 18 months, 

and although I still had multiple setbacks – not initially 
making a travel team, breaking my elbow, battling 
mononucleosis, and suffering a concussion — I continued 
to train and never gave up. As a result, I made my varsity 
high school hockey teams and, during my junior year, we 
won the State Championship. I also recently made one 
of the top tier travel hockey teams and the Puerto Rican 
National Hockey Developmental Team.

Another lesson learned from my cancer journey is 
to never give up. Though I did not physically attend 
school in 8th and 9th grades, I worked tirelessly to be 
able to stay on, and exceed, what was expected of me 
academically. I improved my communication and time 
management skills to ensure my teachers were aware 
of my health-related absences and my assignments 
were never late, and I worked to increase my academic 
workload each year. I used the resources my high 
school provided, found tutors to help with challenging 
subjects, and learned to accept criticism to improve. 
Even with my numerous absences and the health 
challenges I faced, I am graduating on time and with 
my friends.

I understand there are no guarantees in life,  
but I also know that discipline, hard work, and 
perseverance will help me achieve my goals. While 
attending Duquesne University, I am determined to 
earn a business degree while playing ACHA hockey and 
I plan to join the United States Army afterwards to 
proudly serve my country.
					     – Lucas Soto
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Despite an early, short rainstorm, kids on and off 
treatment and their siblings and parents enjoyed a 
picnic lunch, ice cream social with all the fixings, 
carnival games, giant bubbles, and Bingo. Raffle 
drawings included prizes for four lucky kids and a 
family “Ice Cream Party Basket”, with tons of 
goodies for a fun night at home. 

The party continued with gunny sack, hula hoop, 
and relay races, ending with a mega water-blaster 
war, where everyone got wet!!!  Smiles and 
laughter all around as kids and parents went after 
each other! 

by Connie Connor, Secretary and Special Events Chair

Kicking off the summer, DC Candlelighters hosted its 
annual Family Fun Day for 14 pediatric oncology families 
at Bull Run Regional Park in Manassas.

Family Fun Day 
June 9th. . .

After a day of fun and relaxation outside, all the 
families went home with toys, gift cards, and lots of 
smiles. Many made new friends and, most 
importantly, families got a few hours of respite from 
the rigors of treatment, along with feelings of 
normalcy. Thanks to everyone who helped make the 
day a smashing success, including:
• Mike’s Balloons
• Adult volunteers 

• Dedicated teen volunteers from Centreville High 
School Wildcats vs Cancer Club and Gainesville 
High School Cancer Club
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Don’t Miss DC Candlelighters News + Calendar of Events!
Whether you are one of our families, a valued supporter, or a volunteer, please 
bookmark our website at https://DCCandlelighters.org. Check in often and learn all 
the ways you can participate in DC Candlelighters!
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Every April, DC Candlelighters hosts the annual Rachel’s 
Royal Tea Party in honor of Co-President Meg Crossett’s 
daughter. Held at Virginia Run Community Center in 
Centreville, VA, this year’s event drew eleven girls and 
boys in treatment. Joined by their siblings, parents, and 
extended family, all were treated to a fancy Tea with 
sandwiches, fresh fruit, and various sweets.  

The kids enjoyed crafts, some decorating crowns and 
hats, while others created Lego castles. The afternoon 
culminated with a beautiful “princess” fashion show, 
with the girls modeling dozens of fancy dresses and 
dance costumes, earning enthusiastic rounds of 
applause and delight from the audience! They had  
help from dedicated teen volunteers Breeze Lawless, 
Ariel Lawless, Alanna Crossett, Anna Benham, and 
Centreville High’s Wildcats vs Cancer Club volunteers.

Supporters from Moment of Grace, Jitka D’Ambrosia and 
Rebecca Thompson, kindly donated wonderful baskets  
of beauty products that were raffled for the moms and 
dads, and healing crystals for the children. Miss Teen 
Virginia graced us with her presence and gave all the 
girls their own sparkly crowns — a thrill for them.

It was a delightful afternoon for everyone, and we 
sincerely thank all our volunteers for their support. 
________
DCC events like this provide respite and fun outlets for 
families in treatment, but also provide the opportunity  
to build friendships with other families. 

Rachel’s Royal 
Tea Party
April 21, 2024

Special Events   having fun. . . 
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Light the Way Walk  
Many Candles, One Flame 
August 19, 2024

We walk each year to directly support the children 
and families affected by childhood cancer. We walk to 
provide financial, educational, and emotional support  
to children in treatment. We walk to light the way  
for a cure!

DC Candlelighters’ participants join teams and strive 
for our personal best as we walk, run, and have fun 
with this fitness challenge. We’re cheered on by 
generous donors who pledge or simply donate. Thank 
you to everyone who helped us raise $5,707 this year!

Annual Cox Farm Fall Pumpkin Patch
 

On September 14th, DC Candlelighters hosted 18 
families, including about 35 children, at our annual 
trip to Cox Farms Pumpkin Patch in Centreville, VA. 
Free admission and food tokens were provided for 
our DCC families, who were able to enjoy the rides 
and games, thanks to the beautiful warm fall 
weather. It was a perfect day to see some of our 
families again and spend time together! Thank you 
Board Member Volunteers
who came and helped!

. . . and raising funds! 
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ActivityConnection.com/free-printable-bingo-cards

The Whole Family Loves... 
Go To:

» Download the PDF – print enough for your family
» Check our website for the link to play
» Have markers ready as numbers are called

Last 2024 Remote Bingo Night: 

Nov 26th   7-8 pm

Check our website for updates  
and for the LIVE link to play

For those of you that have met us, you know that 
our Board Members are often seen going off our 
routine path and wrapping you up in ways that 
show the continued embrace of our families.  

We are attending celebrations of life and meeting 
our bereaved families on their couches, at their 
front door, treating them to coffee, going for walks, 
and texting them with encouragement.  

Traveling to West Virginia, Maryland and DC, we 
deliver baskets with homemade blankets made 
specially for you from a DCC friend in Florida…
showing that you have more than just our Board 
thinking of you!

We meet often and each time you are in our hearts. 
We talk about how the Board, along with our 
community of caring supporters, can help you 
along your journey. It is heartfelt and it is genuine. 
We have been there, too.
				    With love,

				    Jennifer Teise
				    DCC Vice President

    

Sending Our Love
					           with Bereavement Baskets
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Include Siblings & Grands Too! 

Download and print your own  
Bingo cards and connect online to play!


