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Message from the Board
by Meg Crossett, Co-President

Hello Dear Friends!  

The signs of fall are here and we’re looking forward to seeing 
more of you soon! We have missed your smiles and hugs!

DC Candlelighters is excited to be back at the hospital on the 
3rd Friday of each month to bring treats and talk with you if 
you are there. 

In July we held another game night and it’s always a blast 
watching the children compete with each other and see the 
cheers and fun! We hope to see you September 24 and again 
in November at our next game nights. 

August was a perfect time for our Ice Cream Social for 
inpatients at Inova. Always a hit! Keep your eye on our website 
for other special events like this to brighten families’ days.

The first Saturday in September was our annual Light the 
Way Walk fundraiser. Participants with sponsors and other 
donors helped us raise over $7,400!  
.............................................................................................
We have a busy fall and winter planned with exciting events 
coming up for those who can attend. Please RSVP in advance 
and see the EVENTS page on our website for details. 

9/20 – Annual Cox Farms Pumpkin Patch Event in 
Centreville, Virginia. 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

9/24 – Game Night, Life with Cancer building. 6-8 p.m.  

10/25 – Annual Halloween Party, Schar Garage at Fairfax 
Hospital. 1-3 p.m.

11/19 – Game Night, Life with Cancer building. 6-8 p.m.

12/14 – Annual Holiday Party.  3-5 p.m.

Remember, even when we don’t have events where we can see 
you, we are here for you. Seek us out with questions, requests, 
and needs anytime by email or phone!           

DC Candlel ighters is  a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit  organization suppor ted by private,  tax-deductible donations

It’s Already Fall Y’all!
Set Your Calendar Now for Upcoming Events
Don’t miss out! Bookmark our website and RSVP to 

DCCandlelighters@gmail.com as requested for each event. 

.

 

Holiday Celebration! 
Sunday, December 14, 3-5 p.m. 

In-Hospital Visits! 
3rd Friday each month at  
Inova Fairfax

Game Night! 
Video game face-off, board games, 
and pizza for all ages
Wednesday, Sept 24, 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov 19, 6-8 p.m. 

Halloween Party! 
Saturday, Oct 25, 1-3 p.m.
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Malachi is one of eight, with siblings:  Jaedyn age 13, Max 
age 12, Brayden and Carter age 9, Maddie age 7, Amari age 
2, and little Annie age 9 months. 

Malachi’s mother said he shows a fondness for the outdoors 
and loves being around colorful flowers.  He is nonverbal 
autistic but that doesn’t stop him from being the happiest 
little buddy his hero, Mickey Mouse, ever had! His family tells 
us that the best things about Malachi is that he is always 
smiling, is funny, and of course, is very brave.  

DC Candlelighters  
is privileged to help  
Malachi and his   
family along their  
journey any way  
we can!  

Rachel’s Royal Tea Party | APRIL

With Springtime came Rachel’s Tea Party, held 
in honor of Rachel Crossett–a lover of tea time 
and dressing up!  The afternoon is marked by a colorful 
spread of cookies, sandwiches, and fruit, parents relaxing, and 
kids enjoying craft stations.  The grand finale was “the runway 
walk,” with girls modeling Disney ‘princess’ and dance recital 
costumes to an adoring crowd of cheering fans and wonder-
ful volunteer teen helpers from the Young Hearts Foundation. 
Thanks to CJ’s Pediatric Promise Foundation for providing 
sweet treat-filled teacups and saucers for the parents.

Family Spa Night | MARCH  

2025 Spring & Summer Events 

Malachi loves  
me for making  

him laugh 
...

I love Malachi for  
being my BEST  

Little Buddy!

Light of the Month  
Meet our new Super Kid, Malachi!

DCC Events Chair Connie Connor, BOD members, and 
volunteers brought many hearts and hands together again to 
give families a fun, relaxing Family Spa Night at Life with Cancer.  

The popular event drew 22 
parents and 33 kids to the 
Center to enjoy food, 
cookies and ice cream 
sundaes, games and crafts, 
pampering, and gifts. 

Treated to a relaxing space 
away from the kiddos, 
Moms and Dads enjoyed 

reiki, cranial sacral therapy, sound “baths,” facials, and haircuts.  
Professional services were organized by Jitka D’Ambrosia 
(formerly with Moment of Grace) and lovingly donated by 

professional associates. 	         	
      Big thanks to volunteers 
Molly Stevens and Suzan 
Watkinson, who ran the kids’ 
spa, and the board members 
and their families who 
helped with kid’s yoga, the 
ice cream sundae bar, crafts, 
legos, nail painting, and 
setup/cleanup!  

Malachi, you are surrounded by a family that has chosen you and loves you dearly — and so do we!  

Our September Honoree for Light 
of the Month is an amazing four-
year-old preschooler, Malachi 
Adams.   

Malachi is receiving top-level care 
for Leukemia at Vanderbilt 

University Medical Center…and top-level love from his 
foster care family at home in North Carolina!  We just learned 
that after two years as a member of this extra-special family, 
Malachi is on his way to being adopted!  That’s  WONDERFUL 
news, and the DCC family is thrilled we could share in it! 
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Having FUN !  Raising FUNDS !  Standing TOGETHER !

This year, the Easter Bunny made an early appearance at Inova Hospital Pediatric 
Oncology Unit, filling 16 Baskets with toys and (a few) goodies ;-D.  The visit was filled 
with lots of hugs, family pictures, and smiles!  

DCC visits Inova Fairfax Hospital the 3rd Friday of each month to provide support and 
information to families, bring toys and build relationships with the kiddos through little mini-
events, and spread the word about DCC’s mission, our website, and all our family events.  

The Easter Bunny Joins DCC for April Inpatient Visitation 

Under the leadership of Fundraising Dir., Laura Tartaro-McGowan,  
DCC’s 3rd annual Casino Night was another sellout event in 2025!

A key DCC sponsor, Arlington Knights of Columbus, and their  
Red Coat volunteers worked alongside the BOD and other donors, 
sponsors, and volunteers, to make the night a wonderful success!  

2025 is DCC’s 20th anniversary, and we also celebrated it by counting 
down a $20-in-20-minutes flash fundraising. It was loads of fun and we 
scooped up an additional $1,500 from the exuberant crowd!  

Generous commercial and personal sponsors of gaming tables, blind 
auction and raffle items, and special donations such as Ted’s Silly 
Shotz Photo Booth, were big heroes of the night. They all truly help 
make a difference in DCC’s outreach capabilities, since 100% of  
funds we raise support local kids and their families. THANK YOU ALL!  

Mark your calendars for March 7, 2026 and watch our website for details!

Summer Family Fun Day Picnic | JULY    
DCC’s 2025 Family picnic in July was plenty wet–even without the customary water 
blaster battle!  The rain did not deter the fun, and between the showers everyone 
got their game on!  The catered BBQ, mac’n’cheese, cornbread, and desserts were a 
big hit, and the kids loved all the gifts and surprises. Most of all, the event was a 
chance for the kids to play with family and friends — and for the parents to catch up 
with each other as well as check in with board members  
on any needs they may have. 

Annual Casino Night  | MARCH 2025  
Our Flagship Fundraiser – Another Huge Success! 
2025 Casino Night 
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2025 Survivor Scholarship 
Recipient– John T. Wills
DCC has awarded a $1,000 scholarship for post-secondary 
education to John Thomas Wills for the fall session. John is 
attending Case Western Reserve University located in 
Cleveland, Ohio and plans to pursue a Business major. 

Recipients of the scholarship must be a cancer survivor 
aged 17-30 years, diagnosed prior to the age of 21, and be 
currently enrolled–or accepted for enrollment–at a two- or 
four-year college, vocational, technical or graduate school. 
Other eligibility criteria appear on our website. 

In John’s essay, part of his scholarship application, he wrote, 
“While I’ve spent my whole life trying to not make cancer 
treatment the focal point of my life, I’ve come to accept that  
the life skills I’ve developed as a result are at the core of my 
identity…[an] attitude of constant perseverance has become 
my strongest asset in life.”

John lost his best friend from cancer after he himself had 
gone into remission, which also had a profound affect on 
him. His essay closes with this wisdom on the meaning of 
scars: “Has not healed completely” perfectly embodies what 
my scar means to me, it shows what I’ve already overcome in 
life, but also represents what I have yet to accomplish and the 
positive impact I hope to leave on the world.”  

Best wishes to you, John — we are so proud of you!

Light the Way Walk | SEPTEMBER

Despite the chilly day, we had a good 
turnout to help Light the Way by 
walking for Childhood Cancer – and 
raising $7,401. Rachel’s Rainbow 
Runners won 

top distance with an impressive 26 
miles – 52,045 steps! Kudos to 
Catherine Crossett, Kathryn 
Weisbrodt, Clare Enderlin, Gretchen 
Kepley, and Julianne Anderson!

One of our new families formed the 
Greerkidz team and had an 
awesome day walking in nature for 
two hours with their Dad. The oldest of 10, Joseph, took the 
most steps by a child (13,165), barely beating out his 
brother George (13,103), with the girls close on their heels!  
Thanks to all who walked – and to everyone who gave 
generously to support DCC!

DCC’s Game Night Chair (and  
avid fellow gamer!), Ian McGowan, 
thanks Inova Fairfax for helping 
spread the word during our Board 
Game Drive in May. We also had 
others donate games from our 
Amazon wish list. Thank you to 
everyone who helped make the Drive 

a success and our Game Nights even more fun! 
 ...................................................................................................................
Thoughtful giver, Peggy Kamin of Florida, is a lovely friend 
of Helen’s (board member Laura McGowan’s beautiful 
mother). Since 2022 Peggy has handmade the prettiest, 
softest blankets for our families with Angels.  Her labor of 
love–and the long distance caring–is so appreciated by the 
families that receive them. Thank you, Peggy, for your 
thoughtful support of our families. 

Spotlight on Volunteers | ALL YEAR-ROUND

Executive Businessman Steve Fiedler 
was honored as Volunteer of the Year 
at Casino Night in March. Steve set 
up and implemented a new email 
notification system tied to a secure 
registration and payment portal, 
creating a complete event, donation 
and announcement solution for DCC. 

Steve’s sister Kathy Fiedler of Erie, PA is a giver as well! Since 
last fall, she has been making detailed, creative knitted gifts 
for our families…everything from hearts to hats! She brings 
out the smiles from the families who love the care she puts 
into her gifts. Thank you for your heartfelt goodness!
...................................................................................................................
Our families are graciously hosted every year for another fun 
day at the Pumpkin Patch–this year on Sept 20. Thank you  
Cox Farms of Centreville, VA, for your loyal support of DCC!

Thanking the heroes that make a huge difference...We couldn’t do it without you!


